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Six Slain as Tanks Roll in Bahrain Capital

By Jason Ditz
February 17, 2011

Yesterday, Bahrain’s US-backed king was extremely contrite about riot police having killed two
people. He promised investigations and to hold the killers accountable. The protests continued,

but this may have tamped down the anger somewhat.

SAUDE MANAMA *A Mubarraq
ARABIA .
_ Jidd Hats . ’MC\? Salman
x Macsinat - ran
7 sa * .<.$'l
o Ar Rifa’ » ¥
a3 nae Qe
-
"Awal
-
Anw' -
Oy
-
HAvAR
ISLANDS s
SAULD! ' © S5 30mm .QAiAR
ARABIA o I3 30 mmé ~

www.afgazad.com

afgazad @gmail.com



Just hours after the “apology.” protesters sleeping in the Pearl Square roundabout were roused by
another violent crackdown in the middle of the night. The attack left at least six protesters dead
and several hundred more wounded.

Now, the government has put the military in charge of several key parts of the capital city of
Manama, and tanks are rolling through the streets. The protests briefly broke off, but anger over
the killings have sparked new rounds of protests, with doctors at the hospital in Manama taking
to the streets to condemn the moves.

Bahrain’s Foreign Minister Khalid al-Khalifa defended the killings, saying that the protesters had
been polarizing the country. Apparently he hasn’t yet noticed that the brutal crackown has been
plenty polarizing itself.

The US is struggling to cope with the loss of its loyal tyrant Hosni Mubarak, and is now facing
another key regime in the face of pro-democracy protests. This one is putting the Obama
Administration in a particularly tough state, as the US angrily condemned Iran for a much less
violent crackdown against a much larger protest, and is now shurgging off the killings in Bahrain
with calls for “economic reforms.”
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